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Once upon a time in Paris 
there lived a little boy whose 
name was Pascal. He had no 
brother or sisters, and he wasvery 
sad and lonely at home. 

Once he brought home a lost 
cat, and some time later a stray 
puppy. Buthismothersaid animals 
brought dirty into the house, and 
so Pascal was soon alone again 
in his mother's clean well-kept 
rooms. 
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MTHcR 1^% fw?ft ‘^Tf^rT MTcTFIT MTRrIT 
3WFW efM yiT f^MT. yTT 

f^TT^TT W W^PTC 3^FMT ^MT. TOFWT 
TOMTM ^?R ^T# 3wT, MW 
MTR Mt yTT 3TffW yTT tew 

MWTWTT f^#T Mf WcT WT. 

Then one day, on his way to 
the school, he caught sight of a 
fine red balloon, tied to a street 
lamp. Pascal laid his school bag 
on the ground. He climbed up the 
lamppost, untied the balloon and 
ran off with it to the bus. 
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But the conductor knew the rules. 
"No dogs," he said, "No large 
packages, no balloons." 

People with dogs walk. 

People with packagestake taxis. 

People with balloons leave them 
behind. 

Pascal did not want to leave his 
balloon behind, so the conductorrang 
the signal bell and the buswent without 





WWTW W WTT TRR5 qw. WWT 
TH^cT ■q^TeTT 

^cft, cWJo£ W ^r wiM ^R# 
ITT# ##. TTT^T TRFMT 3TN# 3#T 
WIrtt 3 #rj ^rr <5# foft wtt ter 
TTTWT R#. WT } ! W W# ? qi^Bcicil 
W TT#TT. cTf Woi4lcl WetT. 

cTT^IRT cWTT F^F =b<rHHl -H^ell. rRf^ 
3TTWTT WIT #WT W§t #TTWtT #WTT. 

WTWcT#. TTTWT WTRT WI1 
c3T# qfwfra to5 cW#> cRRTT fW 
ITT# R#. W TT2WTTW ##T WT# 
^eftcT #T#rlT WTT TOMT W f#TT. 


Pa seal's school was a long way off, 
and when he finally reached the school 
door it was already shut. To be late for 
school and with a balloon that was 
unheard of ! Pascal was very worried. 

Then he had an idea. He left his 
balloon with the Janitor, who was 
sweeping the yard. And since itwasthe 
first time that he had ever been late, he 
wasnotpunished. 

When school was over, the janitor, 
who had kept the balloon in his room 
for Pa sea I, gave it back to him. 
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t TT3t^T ^ W 

3TTfW c^TT 

W ^McT dl J T u Tk ftcT. STM TO 
WTR ? W f^RRTT cR ? 






qiWbddl TO TO## TO cTOTT TO^TO TOT Wi TOTOT, 
TOR eft TO# TOTOT TO ftftft. 4lo4#d TOft ftftft TO# fro 
#TO TO# # RRFT TORS qiTOdTO TOT ^TMT #TO 
eft TOT TFTTTO. ft# TOKFTH TO TOTOTOT TOtTO ftTOTT 
TOf# f#^ft 3TO TO TOft RTTO fftdT. 

R^ft #TO TOTOT TO #TO ft# #TO eft TOTO TOT 
TO#; TOT qi^bddl TO TO feTOTO rfTOT TOT TlfftdT. 
#### TOTO RR#TO# #TOT#. TO TO TOT #TO TO# 
TO R# TO§T#R qiWbddl TO#; TO TO R#TO TOTO TOTrT 
ftTTOR 3TTdT TOT, fTO 3T1TOT fTOTTOTO TOT## TOTrT. # f#T 
TO TOTO TO#TO TO # fTOTTO #TO TOTO 3TOT TO^TO ? TOT TOT 
TOTOTOT TOT# ^55, #TO# 3TTTOT R TOT ftroft 3TO 
TOTOTO TOrT ft?# 3TrfTO rTOTOT #t#ftT TOTTTO TOTTOT TOT. 


His mother was glad to see him finally come home. 
But since she had been very worried, she was angry 
when she found out that it was a balloon that made 
Pascal late. She took the balloon, opened the window, 
and threw it out. 

Now, usually when you leta balloon go, itfilesaway. 
But Pascal's balloon stayed outside the window, and the 
two of them looked at each other through the glass. 
Pascal was surprised that his balloon had n't flown away, 
but not really as surprised as all that. Friends will do all 
kinds of things for you. If the friend happens to be a 
balloon, itdoesn'tfly away. So Pascal opened his window 
quietly, took his balloon back inside, and hid it in his 
room. 
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yRTT f## fWM %aSt 

tor# fero sto to #k Ttei 

3TT# # TO( ^UTMI eft, #3#TyrT 

to ht#t ^t wrrat %/ 

HR cHFT TO #M, 3TT^Eft H# #RT 
fTO3TO%eT3TT##^3#3TO. TORR 
TOTOR cHRT W( RRF HR#, cR TO 
yTT 3^T M# TOTORR5 TOT. 
TOR# y'TOI R# SR# TOft # TO 
HRHRTOT W\ WfT #TT, *RT TR# # 
HTTOTO HRt TOR T# HT cRHT. 

The next day, before he left for 
school, Pascal opened the window to 
let his balloon out and told it to come 
to him when he called. Then he picked 
up his school bag, kissed his mother 
good -by, and went downstairs. 

When he reached the street he 
called : "Balloon ! Balloon !" and the 
balloon came flying down to him. 

Then it began to follow Pascal 
without being led by a string, just as if it 
were a dog following its master. 
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m 37TW ^ipTrret 4 Rf %FWT. 
?T W W TOkT^T ^cT W TTTTT 
3TfofeTHT TORT ^T cTO WTeTT TO 
^T TO cTOT TOeTT. TOdH 
TO yfe TOTO TOTO yj\ 
TOT fTOMTO TO TO TTOR cTf TOTPM 

C\ C\ 

eTTTO 3#rj ^RfT^TT TO TOFT TORT 

ftto. to rttoto, to5#ct fto 3rrf^T 

FT^T# TTOTOI RFf TO. 


But, like a dog, it didnt always do 
a sit was told. When Pa sc a I tried to catch 
it to cross the street, the balloon flew 
beyond his reach. 

Pascal decided to pretend he didnt 
care. He walked up the street just as if 
the balloon weren't there at a II and hid 
behind the corner of a house. The 
balloon got worried and hurried to catch 
up with him. 
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^FfWTSR SfT^THcR 
^TMT, “3TM TT ®ra^[T TO?[PT TOT 
TTWTFt %. r^TT qR*-MI eTtTOT 

tw W WM feleft. 3TT ^TM# 
Wtcft 3#rj ^zrr hiwT yTT #TT. 

Then they got to bus stop, Pascal 
said to the balloon, "Now, balloon, you 
follow me. Don't lose sight of the bus !" 

That was how the strangest sight 
came to be seen in a Paris street-a 
balloon flying along behind a bus. 
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'TO I ^ TO rTOc|o 6 HI TO cl =6 1 H-61 T^RR H-TOH 
pM fTO- wTO RT RRT TO 3TTfe wrt R RRR 
fcfRRcT RTRR l*RdM TO#t RRRR 37TrT feTRT. 3TTR 
eTTeT RRR RTR ? TOR RfTOcT RTRR RRT. 

W RR TO RC WRT TOfe wTO TORRT 3TRT 
TORT, TOT RTR W Rf ft TOtoI TO TOTO TORT RTO 
TORT. RT “TOR f^JTS^lt^TT^ TO fWTOT TOTO RRR. 

tototo TO ywt rTO rtrrt TOrtt TO TO grot 

RRR Tjt^TO TO. TOr %RT TOfe RRRTTOTRR TO TO. 

RRTOTRRTTO TO TOT cRTRT rTOTO RRTRT RRRT 
TO; TOR TO cRRRT WTR TOR- TOfe RTTTO RTRRRTR 
RTRTRT TOT RTOTlk toTO. TOT rTO TOft toItot TO 
3RRT RTfe TOTRRTO TO. 

When they reached Pa seal's school, the balloon again 
tried not to let itself be caught. But the bell was already 
ringing and the door was just a bout to close, so Pascal 
had to hurry in alone. He was very worried. 

But the balloon flew over the school wall and got in 
line behind the children. The teacher was very surprised 
to see this strange new pupil, and when the balloon tried 
to follow them into the classroom, the children made so 
much noise that the principal came along to see what 
washappening. 

The principal tried to catch the balloon to put it out 
the door. Buthe couldn't. So he tookPascal by the hand 
and marched him out of school. The balloon left the 
classroom and followed them. 


TOWRTRRHT TOTOT RTTOTOt TO TOT TO 
TOR TOT. 3TRTT RTRR 3TTfaT TO TOR TO TOR 
t RTTTO RtTOt. TOR cRfe TOTRRRT 3#TOTTOR TO 
TO. ‘TO TOTTO TOTO f TOT W:TO TOT 
TOFT TORTOT R TOT%T TOR. 

TOTRT TO RTTRRRT rTO TOfe RfeRTR 
3TTTOR TO- TOTRTTOR 3#RRt feTO RrTTO 
few TOft § TOR RfTOTR, TOR RT RTTTOT RTTO 
TOT RTR TTffRT. 

TOTTTOR TOTfe R|TO TORT TORTORTRRHT 
TOTORR TOR. TORTORTRR TOfe RTRRR RTRTR 

to TO to ^ TOfe TOrr, TO cf tortor 

RRRRTRRT RTRt. TO TORT, “TO TOfe RTO 
TOT TOT TO TOR TO." t RRT, 

“f RTR WTO RRiRlfe RTO. WTTTOIriRHI R 
TO RTO 3TfTOT TOfR TO." 

TO tro rtotortrr R> j Rirh totort tot 

TOT RR TO; TO Rt RTRTT TO RTRT RRR, 
cRtTO rTOTO R rTO RRfT rTO. wTOrtot 
TO TOT RTRRT. Rf ffeTO TOR WPTO 
RTR RR RRfT. TOsRTTOTRR TOT TOfe RR TO 
RRTRR feRTT. RRR W TO RTTRRRT 3#fe 

TORT TO RTRT. TO R^ RITR RT RRTRTO 
TORTTO ! 
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The principal had urgent business at the 
Town Hall, and he didn't know what to do with 
Pascal and his balloon. So he locked the boy 
up inside his office. The balloon, he said to 
himself, would stay outside the door 

Butthatwasntthe balloon's idea at a II. When 
it saw that the principal had put the key in his 
pocket, it sailed along behind him a she walked 
down the street. All the people knew the 
principal very well, and when they saw him 
walking past followed by a balloon they shook 
their heads and said : "The principal's playing a 
joke. It isn't right; a principal should be dignified, 
he shouldn't be playing like one of the boys in 
his school." 

The poor man tried very hard to catch the 
balloon, but he couldnt, so there was nothing 
for him to do but put up with it. Outside the Town 
Hall the balloon stopped. Itwaited forhim in the 
street, and when the principal went back to 
school the balloon wasstill behind him. 

The principal was only too glad to let Pa sc a I 
out of his office, and to be rid of him and his 
balloon. 
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W TORT TOFR TOTOT 

M WM 2TTTO. TORTT ^ ?5lTO 
5#^TT TO cTOT TOR TOT 

TO Mr 3TOTOT te Ml cR fR# TOT 
! 3#ry to RT^pf, TO^ cTOT $pjft 
TOTOTR fTOTOTRKRT KTOKI TOTOM 
^TOt ^ Rf|#. fcR 3TTOR TORTT TOT 
TOF TORT RtcIT. fTOi RTO to tfcft... 

fron yron ! 

On the way home Pascal stopped 
to lookata picture in a sidewalk exhibit. 
It showed a little girl with a hoop. Pascal 
thought how nice it would be to have a 
friend like that little girl. 

But just at that moment he met a 
real little girl, looking just like the one in 
the picture. She was wearing a pretty 
white dress, and she held in her hand 
the string... to a blue balloon ! 
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WT 3TTTO TO ^T^TT 3Tft ft 

TITORH w TOTOT. ftf W( WM 

^teTT to to tot tot ftftrr, ft to eft FRRft 

TOTTTO TO#. 

Pascal wanted to be sure she 
noticed that his balloon was a magic 
one. But his balloon would nt be caught, 
and the little girl began to laugh. 
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TOFTOTT TOTT TO TOT 3TO. TOfTO TOM 
TO TO TOTTO TO^RT TO 3TTOTOT TO^TOT TOM 
3TOTFT Rift TO ? TO TORT:ftrftT fftTO TOT 3T#T 
TO TOTTTO TOT TOTTOTO. 

cTOTOftrft T3RF TOTOF TORTM TO fftft TOTRft. 
TOT TOTOTOTO TOT TOFTMI TORTT TTOTOTOT TOFT 
%TOT. TOT TOM TOTTOT TOM TOT. TO TOTOFFT 
TOTOPTRft TOTT. TOTOTOT TORTT TOT 3TTfTO TO 
TOT TOTT. cTTOTORT ^TOTO TOTOTTO TOTftt TORT TOT 
TOTRft TOTfTO TORMt cTOft TOTOTOTT TOT. 

3TTTO TOTOFT TO TOlTOT fftcTT. TOTTOTTO TO 
TO^TO^t TOTTOTRT TO TOTRTT. TOTTft TORT TO TOTOTO 

yrot tot ftftft. totortto # TOft RnroRft 3 * to 

TOTOTOT TOTTOTTO TORTT. TOTTOT TOTORTOT TOTOTOT 
TOT ftTO TO TOTTORTT. ft?TTO TOTTO TOTOTRTT TO TOFRft. 
TO WTTOTTOTOT TOHTORITOft 3TRTT. TOFFft TORT 
3TTTO#T TOTO TOfftRft. 

ftrro tottoto 3rrfro to tototot TOft totototo 
TOrftftr 3 Trfw ft wroft TOft rob 

^tott fftrort ftftro fttroT. toFrit roro3TRft 
tottortto toto tottot, tottotottoktot toFto 
TTO TOftTO TO Tcft-H 3nifu| ^TOTT TOT TOftift <rft< 

TOTOFT/' 
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Pascal was angry. "What's the use of having 
a trained balloon if it won't do what you want?" 
he said to himself. Atthatvery momentsome of 
the though boys of the neighbourhood came 
by. They tried to catch the balloon asit trained 
along behind Pascal. But the balloon saw the 
danger It flew to Pascal at once. He caught it 
and began to run, but more boys came to 
comer him from the other side. 

So Pascal let go of his balloon, which 
immediately rose high into the sky. While the 
boys were all looking up, Pascal ran between 
them to the top of the steps. From there he 
called his balloon, which came to him at once 
to the great surprise of the boys in the gang. 

So Pascal and his ba Moon gothome without 
being caught. 

Hie next day was Sunday. Before he left for 
church, Pa sc a I to Id his balloon to stay quietly at 
home, not to break anything, and especially 
not to go out. 
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WTET RRT cWIT WheTT % 
dldcl fftcT rf^T %qT. 

MR4d 3#rr r^TPcft ktWT 

3#ry ^tJTcK 13R3RT WT, Wf ‘WT’ M 
^5R W 37Tfw WRT 3^1 TTf^eTT. 

37 M yn ft ^nft kte 

Rift, cW^ W5^FT y'W^ WM 
efFTet. ^TRft w Rifr | TOFWT 
W 3TM 3#TJ cTt ^TT^r 33eTT. ^#C 
3TMT. TOT ftqifquT 3TMI. W, 

3MW WT TO ^ WT, Wt^T WT 

WTT. 


But the balloon did exactly as it 
pleased. Pascal and his mother were 
hardly seated in church when the 
balloon appeared and hung quietly in 
the airbehind them. 

Now, a church is no place for a 
balloon. Everyone waslooking atitand 
no one was paying attention to the 
service. Pascal had to leave in a hurry, 
followed out by the church guard. His 
balloon certainly had no sense of what 
was proper Pascal had plenty of 
worries ! 


f^TK WR ft W. fWTT m ^ RTPTeft. c*TM^ fit 

C\ C\ 

pfw.fr WRW fpRtcRT 3TMFMT feff. cWt fwtcT 

wwff py fwt ywr i mm3. “arrmcrct wtom 

PRT 3#rr ^ET m ffft W WRT.” 

yn cRTT WW ftcTT. ftf W W WH ft fpfWT 
^PFTOf feff. fpRfTT ft cRTT W WR5 ^ 

fWM ff^fk HefMI WTT WT f^M. WP yfkft r^TToTT 
3WW fpPPH WTM PWT %PfT #T?TT. Wlfft fe? Wl 
WT TOM! WFT PRRNI 3FR WPef. Wlft 3FWT R TOT, 
^RW fcfT f WW yPRW fft 3TrfW cPTft PRWR 
^ Weft. cWTT TOT f fer ff. 

FRWT %3F fw TO# 3TfeU cR WT ff f W. 
cPH m WPWf pffcfet. eft f^T fcRTeTT RTft. ^f fwfft 

frwt terRTRW wer mm. ywr wr fwt cwrt mm 

Weft Weft 3#rr q RTPIrTT ffekfa feTT ftcTT. FRWFf 
TOI W WT W pffcTWT; W ft 3WRT Rift. 

W M Wl yWT Fy PWTT ffM TO 
fw frf. f w \3 » kwrwr mm wi rttw frf. 
“aim pt ywn ^rfw ter prf fks priwt.” p=f 

PePTT Wefr. cW ^Bkf 3Wt 37lfnT 3TRyr WefT, 

“m, k wt^: wt 4yRf ^RFkr/’ 

WRTFTH (W RRWTefT fk#^ cRTOT WT f^TefT. 
WT WRRTT W:efT 3fferT ^tcfT. ^ #ETrT WT. RRWFT 
TOI ?RF RReft. 

WR TOW 3TTWf ^FefT 3#rj ^ qR^WRT f^Pf 
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RRR. RRRRT RRRR ^ 3RfR facRFR 

%RRf RRR ^foT fcRRFR %RR RRRRT ter Rf W RRRT. 

W RRTRf Wf RTM W1 WM RReff. WcTRI 
RtRRT3TRR-3TRRRR#cftRf, 3WW « 3M WfR 
RtRR cRRf RRT m. RfRTRT RcRR, RRRRR c^RTTR 
RR ter TOM. TORT TRfcr WT RFRR fRRT TOT 
#R; W] RIRR RRcT 3TTR RT RTR RR R^t fcRR... 
3RTR q<lRRI ! 

RTR R3RRT fRW RRRR 3TTR RRFFTRRTR 
R5cT R£RT. 

qoAtfiqoMfl feRTRT RcTNRT WfT R^TT Rt, RRRR 
w ? R#Ri ^ 3RffRt ? 

#T^f RRf RR RRT RRRt TH 3 rM <|TRR RRRT R5T#. 
RRTT RRRRRT RRRRTRR RRR. cRRT RR fRR Ref. R 

RRR RTT. cRRT f^cRf RRRR RRT RR RRR 
RRT R R% feRFR RRR, RTR cRRf RRT RRRTf RRRT 
Reft. Rf RRR RR fqReTT. f^TRTTR RRfRf Ref ^FFR RRR 
fcR RRRRT Rtcft. cRTRT RRfR R%R. RRR fRR RTRfR 
3Rft RR RfRRt RTR cRefT f^Teft. R fcT?t R5TRT. ^ cRRT 
RtR RTfRR RRef. 

All this worry had made him hungry. And as he still 
had his coin for the collection plate, he went into a 
bakeshop for some cake. Before he went inside he said 
to the balloon, "Now be good and wait forme. Don'tgo 
away." 


Hie balloon was good, and only went as far as the 
corner of the shop to warm itself in the sun. But that was 
already too far For the gang of boys who had tried to 
catch it the day before saw it, and they thought that this 
was the moment to try again. Without being seen they 
crept up to it, jumped on it and carried it away. 

When Pascal came outofthe bakeshop, there was 
no balloon ! He ran in every direction, looking up at the 
sky. The balloon had disobeyed him again ! Ithad gone 
off by itself ! And although he called at the top of his 
voice, the balloon did notcome back. 

The gang had tied the balloon to a strong string, 
and they were trying to teach it tricks. "We could show 
this magic balloon in the circus," one of them said. He 
shook a stick at the balloon. "Come here or I'll burst 
you", he shouted. 

As luck would have it, Pascal saw the balloon over 
the top of a wall, desperately dragging atthe end of its 
heavy string. He called to it. 

As soon asitheard his voice, the balloon flewtoward 
him. Pascal quickly united the string and ran off with his 
balloon as fast as he could run. 

The boys raced after them. They made so much 
noise that everyone in the neighborhood stopped to 
watch the chase. It seemed as if Pascal had stolen the 
boy's balloon. Pascal thought, "I'll hide in the crowd." But 
a red balloon can be seen anywhere, even in a crowd. 

Pascal ran through narrow alleys, trying to lose the 
gang of boys. 

At one point the boys didn't know whether Pascal 
had turned rig htor left, so they splitup into several groups. 
Fora minute Pascal thought he had escaped them, and 
he looked around fora place to rest. Butas he rounded 
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teM RTRT ^THT cTMT 

?s[Fft TOFR'TPTT)' RCRT RcMT. 

-TfcMH RRRFT TO TTtsR f^L 
RFTTW ■jf T FT ^pTRTFTFI -il'Hl^n 
TOM Wf. W 35cT STfeT RR TtRTT 
^cTT; ^TcT cRF* RRHT RTTRRTRT 

‘TRcFTT ct^T eft W 3TRTT. TjRRt 

TFRTRT TTRPMI R^TTcT %#. 

TORT 3TfW[T, “RRT ! ^FtR, 

T£3^T ^T." W 3TTTRTT faTMT TTfsR 3RTT 
WHK ? 

TOFT teRrT R5F ^T yWl RRTRTT 
3TlfoT 'RTT RSTRU. 

But suddenly boys appeared from 
every direction, and Pascal was 
surrounded. 

So he let go of his balloon. But this 
time, instead of chasing the balloon, 
the gang attacked Pascal. The balloon 
flewa little wayoff, but when it saw Pascal 
fighting it came back. The boys began 
throwing stones atthe balloon. 

"Fly away, balloon ! Fly away !" 
Pascal cried. But the balloon would not 
leave its friend. 

Then one of the stones hit the 
balloon, and itburst. 
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jdeMi yz irai to 
chl^oid. 3TRTT fcT^ cTt l^dN ^TcTT 3TrfW 
w ^r ! 3T3Fra ^wet ^er. 

*Floi|^ yte yi f^TTOT eTPT^r. 3^, 
3 Tf^TW 3 Tte yt 3 ^ 

Rbdl ^cyt <^q fjTtcT rf ! ^R-HH^Iq^-II 

wn 4fe?r wt ^T TOfeT ffct ! 


While Pascal was crying over his 
dead balloon, the stra ng est thing 
happened. Everywhere balloonscould 
be seen flying up into the a ira nd forming 
aline high into the sky. 

It was the revolt of all captive 
balloons ! 
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Tferwr w yr tow m3. 
HMiq'dl ?F^r. stert^Rt 
■fSTT ^TWfT w43\ 3 MTWSTT ^[y jr^ 
yF^TT. yF ^rr: crtr %^t. qrwbd-i 

?ft cfc «Rerr 3rrfw qi^Fddi ter ?r ^r 

3 TTOM M 3 #rr c&pT TO ! TOFdT c*TT 
WM 3fWT ^TM WdT 3TMT ! 


And all the balloons of Paris came 
down to Pascal, dancing around him, 
twisting their strings into one strong one 
and lifting him up into the sky. And that 
washow Pascaltooka wonderful trip all 
around the world. 


yF tow ynn 3 yiffrr yn 

^TT ^ W 3Tft. cTf yPTT 3yiffri ft? 

TfM yT yr W TOTTcT; yTRT 

f t 3 h|c|^c 1 dTift 3 nfoT Tpy ^rfcT ? 

cf WRFTcT ?MT. 
yF f%iw tprr %^tt 3 ni 


A very poignant tale of the friendship 
between a lonely boy and a red balloon. 

The boy and the red balloon have great fun ! 
But some wretched boys don't like this 

friendship. W hat follows ? 

This story has been made into 
a very beautiful film. 
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